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Why use Ruby on Rails 
with Flex? 



άwǳōȅ ƛǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ 
programming not only easy but also 
fun.  It allows you to concentrate on 
the creative side of programming, 

with less stressΦέ

ςYukihiro Matsumoto (Matz)



άHTML sucks all the joy out of programming for me 
HTML+CSS, that is
LΩƳ ǎƻ ƎƭŀŘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ǿƻǊƪfor our 
apps
LΩƳ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŀ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ŦƻǊƳ
and LΩƳ ƘŀǘƛƴƎ ƭƛŦŜ
LǘΩǎ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƳŜ want to not work on this 
anymore
Χ
html makes it so easy to write forms that look like crap
and SO HARD to write forms that look nice
ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǎƻ ōŀŎƪǿŀǊŘǎέ

τJamis Buck
Signal vs. Noise [Fly on the Wall], July 17, 2007 

http://www.37signals.com/svn/posts/495-fly-on-the-wall-paying-attention-to-users-mow-the-lawn-vs-cut-the-
grass-chowder-html-forms
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So, why Flex + Rails?





Developer
Productivity



How do Flex and 
Rails fit together?



HTTPService



AMF
BlazeDS / RubyAMF / WebORB for Rails



HTTPService
vs.

AMF



DEMO:
Live Coding with

Flex + Rails + 
HTTPService



Å100 lines

ÅComprehensible

ÅPretty good, really...



Χōǳǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ scale?



Cairngorm



Walkthrough:
Flex + Rails + 

HTTPService + 
Cairngorm



²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƭƛƪŜΚ



What are we doing
80% of the time?



RESTful
CRUD



Your requirements are 
not a beautiful and 
unique snowflake.

(apologies to Chuck Palahniuk, Fight Club)



The Ruboss 
Framework



DEMO:
Live Coding with

The Ruboss Framework



AIR


